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Comptroller and Auditor General

Report for presentation to the Houses of the Oireachtas

Ombudsman for Children

| have audited the financial statements of the
Ombudsman for Children for the year ended 31
December 2010 under the Ombudsman for Children Act
2002. The financial statements, which have been
prepared under the accounting policies set out therein,
comprise the Statement of Accounting Policies, the
Income and Expenditure Account, the Balance Sheet,
the Cash Flow Statement and the related notes. The
financial reporting framework that has been applied in
their preparation is applicable law and Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland.

Responsibilities of the Ombudsman

The Ombudsman is responsible for the preparation of
the financial statements, for ensuring that they give a
true and fair view of the state of the Ombudsman for
Children’s affairs and of its income and expenditure, and
for ensuring the regularity of transactions.

Responsibilities of the Comptroller and Auditor
General

My responsibility is to audit the financial statements and
report on them in accordance with applicable law.

My audit is conducted by reference to the special
considerations which attach to State bodies in relation to
their management and operation.

My audit is carried out in accordance with the
International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland)
and in compliance with the Auditing Practices Board's
Ethical Standards for Auditors.

Scope of Audit of the Financial Statements

An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts
and disclosures in the financial statements, sufficient to
give reasonable assurance that the financial statements
are free from material misstatement, whether caused by
fraud or error. This includes an assessment of

e whether the accounting policies are appropriate to
the Ombudsman for Children’s circumstances, and have
been consistently applied and adequately disclosed

e the reasonableness of significant accounting
estimates made in the preparation of the financial
statements, and

e the overall presentation of the financial statements.

| also seek to obtain evidence about the regularity of
financial transactions in the course of audit.

Opinion on the Financial Statements

In my opinion, the financial statements, which have been
properly prepared in accordance with Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland, give a true and
fair view of the state of the Ombudsman for Children’s
affairs at 31 December 2010 and of its income and
expenditure for the year then ended.

In my opinion, proper books of account have been kept
by the Ombudsman for Children. The financial
statements are in agreement with the books of account.

Matters on which | Report by Exception

| report by exception if
have not received all the information and

explanations | required for my audit, or

e my audit noted any material instance where moneys
have not been applied for the purposes intended or
where the transactions did not conform to the authorities
governing them, or

e the Statement on Internal Financial Control does not
reflect the Ombudsman for Children’s compliance with
the Code of Practice for the Governance of State
Bodies, or

e | find there are other material matters relating to the
manner in which public business has been conducted.

| have nothing to report in regard to those matters upon
which reporting is by exception.
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Ahdrew Harkrgss
For and on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General
|4 September 2011
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STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
OMBUDSMAN FOR CHILDREN'S OFFICE

The Ombudsman for Children is required by Section 17 (1)(2) of the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002 to
prepare financial statements for each financial year of all proper and usual accounts of moneys received or
expended by her in the performance of her functions under the Ombudsman for Children Act 2002.

In preparing these statements, the Office is required to:
* select appropriate accounting policies and apply them consistently;
* make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

* prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume
that the Office will continue in business;

* disclose and explain if there are any material departures from applicable accounting standards.

The Ombudsman for Children is responsible for ensuring that proper accounting records are kept by the
Office of the Ombudsman for Children with records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at all times

its financial position and to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Ombudsman for Children
Act, 2002.

The Ombudsman for Children is also responsible for safeguarding the offices assets and to take appropriate
steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities, and also for ensuring compliance with
late payments legislation.
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